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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to the amendment filed on 8/3/2007. 

2. As per the amendment, claims 5-8 have been added and claims 1-8 are currently 
pending. 

Specification 

3. The previous objection to the title of the invention is hereby withdrawn as per the 
amendment filed on 8/3/2007. 

Claim Objections 

4. The previous objections to claim 1 are hereby withdrawn as per the amendment 
filed on 8/3/2007. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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102(b) as being anticipated by Dinallo et 



7. As per claims 1 and 5, Dinallo teaches the following: 

one or more manipulation buttons, (abstract), i.e. the browser engine operates 
with a database containing sets of predefined images which depict controls, buttons and 
other graphic images that form part of the user menu; 

storing means for storing a plurality of pieces of function information indicating a 
function to be performed when the one or more manipulation buttons are manipulated, 
(abstract), i.e. a DVD system includes a graphic user interface which is constructed 
during information playback from commands and attributes extracted from the DVD data 
stream . The examiner would like to further note Dinallo's teaching in column 7, lines 
16-25, where they describe the DVD data stream (Fig. 2, #204) as a product of a DVD 
player (Fig. 2, #202) generating the data stream from data stored on a DVD disk (Fig. 2, 
#200). Furthermore, Dinallo's teaching of "commands" is interpreted to be the function . 
of the button being generated; 

function specifying means for, with the recording medium placed therein, 
specifying function information in conformity with function-specifying information 
included in management information recorded on the recording medium from among a 
plurality of pieces of the function information stored in the storing means with respect to 
each manipulation button, (abstract), i.e. the extracted commands are presented to an 
intelligent DVD browser engine which gathers information about the shape and location 
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of a user menu from the navigation data in the DVD data stream and other sources. 
The browser engine operates with a database containing sets of predefined images, 
which depict controls, buttons, and other graphic images that form part of the user 
menu. The browser engine uses the command information to construct a query in the 
database . The query is applied to the database to extract a set of images, which form 
the complete user menu. The extracted images are then used to display the menu on a 
visual display along with the multimedia information. The examiner interprets this 
teaching of Dinallo to encompass applicant's claim in that as Dinallo's "intelligent DVD 
browser engine" uses the command information to query a database of controls and 
then displays those controls corresponding to the commands; 

means for activating an operation in conformity with the specified function 
information with respect to one of the one or more manipulation buttons when said 
manipulation button is manipulated with the recording medium placed therein, (column 
10, lines 24-27), i.e . button 622 has been selected with a mouse or keyboard and is 
therefore illustrated in a different color; 

said recording medium is a DVD having data thereon, (column 7, lines 16-25), 
i.e. information on DVD disk 200 is detected and processed by DVD player 202 in a 
conventional manner using the aforementioned laser readout arrangement to generate 
an electronic data stream 204. The resulting DVD data stream 204 is provided to the 
interactive DVD browser engine 206 constructed in accordance with the principles of the 
present invention The browser engine 206 contains a parser, which examines the data 
stream 204 to extract the navigation commands and attributes . 
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8. Regarding claims 2 and 6, Dinallo teaches the apparatus of claims 1 and 5as 
described above. Dinallo further teaches the following: 

the function-specifying information comprises a plurality of parameters, and the 
function specifying means specifies function information based on the plurality of 
parameters, (abstract), i.e. the extracted commands are presented to an intelligent DVD 
browser engine which gathers information about the shape and location of a user menu 
from the navigation data in the DVD data stream and other sources. The browser 
engine operates with a database containing sets of predefined images, which depict 
controls, buttons, and other graphic images that form part of the user menu. The 
browser engine uses the command information to construct a guerv in the database. 
The query is applied to the database to extract a set of images, which form the 
complete user menu. 

9. Regarding claims 3 and 7, Dinallo teaches the apparatus of claims 1 and 5 as 
described above. Dinallo further teaches the following: 

the management information includes an operational parameter and program for 
activating a predetermined operation based on a value of the operational parameter, 
(column 7, lines 16-25), i.e. information on DVD disk 200 is detected and processed by 
DVD player 202 in a conventional manner using the aforementioned laser readout 
arrangement to generate an electronic data stream 204. The resulting DVD data 
stream 204 is provided to the interactive DVD browser engine 206 constructed in 
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accordance with the principles of the present invention. The browser engine 206 
contains a parser, which examines the data stream 204 to extract the navigation 
commands and attributes; 

the signal reproducing apparatus comprising: 

parameter storing means for storing the operational parameter, (column 2, lines 
40-48), i.e. the specific program commands which are recognized by a DVD player are 
controlled by a device independent language and a set of DVD player parameters which 
define the current state of the DVD player. These commands cause the DVD player to 
perform a number of operations, such as generating menu controls at specific locations 
on the dispOlay screen. In order to process these commands a DVD player system 
typically includes a processor and associated memory ; 

storage processing means for storing, in the storing means, the operational 
parameter included in the management information recorded on the recording medium 
with the recording medium placed therein. In column 1 , line 49 through column 2, line 
51 , Dinallo teaches how a DVD player processes a DVD disc by using .IFO files which 
contain the navigation data necessary to create menus and instruct the DVD player 
which .VOB (or multimedia data) to play; 

wherein the means for activating operation activates an operation for rewriting 
the operational parameter stored in the storing means when one manipulation button is 
manipulated, and the programs included in the management information activates a 
predetermined operation in accordance with a value of the operational parameter stored 
in the storing means, (column 2, lines 52-64), i.e. Input can also be obtained directly 
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from a user by means of displayed controls, such as buttons, which can be displayed 
under playback program control on screen along with the multimedia data in an 
arrangement called a graphic user interface. The playback program controls both the 
time duration that a control appears on the screen and the manner that the system 
responds to the selection of a contr9l by a user. For example, user selection of a button 
may cause the playback program to jump to a new location on the disk and begin 
playback at the new location. The playback program may also display menus, which 
guide a user through various tasks . The examiner interprets this teaching of Dinallo to 
encompass applicant's claim as the DVD player may provide a user with "linked 
menus", where a selection of an operation from a first menu will cause the first menu to 
be cleared and a second menu, related to the selection, is displayed. 

10. Regarding claims 4 and 8, Dinallo teaches the apparatus of claims 1 and 5 as 
described above. Dinallo further teaches the following: 

the reproducing apparatus comprises an information display and display 
controlling means for showing on the information display a function indicated by function 
information when the function information is specified by the function specify information 
is specified by the function specifying means, (abstract), i.e. the extracted commands 
are presented to an intelligent DVD browser engine which gathers information about the 
shape and location of a user menu from the navigation data in the DVD data stream and 
other sources. The browser engine operates with a database containing sets of 
predefined images, which depict controls, buttons, and other graphic images that form 
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part of the user menu. The browser engine uses the command information to construct 
a query in the database. The query is applied to the database to extract a set of 
images, which form the complete user menu. The extracted images are then used to 
display the menu on a visual display along with the multimedia information. 

Response to Arguments 

11. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-8 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

-Trueblood (US 5,748,499), computer graphics data recording and playback 
system with a VCR-based graphic user interface. 

-Carino, Jr. (US 5,754,841), method and apparatus for parallel execution of user- 
defined functions in an object-relational database management systemA 
* -Kikuchi et al. (US 5,870,523), recording medium on which a data containing 
navigation data is recorded, a method and apparatus for reproducing a data according 
to navigation data, a method and apparatus for recording a data containing navigation 
data on a recording. 
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13. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gregory A. DiStefano whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1644. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am-5:00pm Mon.- 
Thurs. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Doug Hutton can be reached on (571 )272-4137. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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